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President's  
Message 

R umble is the club’s 

official record for 

each month, chronicling club 

life.  

   This record depends on mem-

ber contributions. 

   Take some photos. Write 

about where you went, what 

you did in your car. Tell us 

about a great drive, a great car, 

a moving car experience or 
event. Tell us how you did 

something, or how something 

did you. Tell us what you think, 

what you feel. Tell us who you 

are or hope to become. Tell us 

what your car hopes to become!  

   Let’s create a keepsake from 

the great moments of life with 
Porsches and kindred souls. 

   Send your contributions to 

paul.elwyn@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
—Paul Elwyn, Editor  

Write for Rumble! Tell us how you did it, what you think…what your car thinks? 

O ne more trip around the 

sun is complete.  Happy 

New Year!   

   I hope that everyone had a 

good year and Happy Holidays.  
The New Year is upon us with 

the promise of more great times 

with family and friends.  The 

Bluegrass Region had a great 

year last year that we want to 

use as a springboard for 2011. 

    

New Officers 
As you can see on the list of 

officers we have some new 

members to the board of direc-

tors.  Please help me welcome 

Robert McClelland and Neil 

Fisher as new board members.  

They will be great additions to 

the board as they both have 

been very active in the club.  

All of the officers of your club 
have volunteered to work to 

continue the steady improve-

ments that we have seen in the 

past.  We continue to get more 

participation at our events, raise 

more for charity and have fun 

with our friends and our      

Porsches.   

    The Bluegrass Region is your 

club.  The more involved you 

are, the more fun you will have.  

Whether you are into running 
your car on the track, enjoying 

social drives, participating in 

tech sessions or helping the 

communities we live in, you 

will find events and support in 

your club.   

   I ask you all to get involved 
in the club and bring your ideas 

for any activities that you 

would like us to hold.  You will 

find that we will help you get 

more enjoyment out of the club.  

Everyone is welcome to attend 

any and all board meetings to 

help shape the club and make it 

what you want it to be.  We are 

asking for new ideas for activi-

ties and there are no bad ideas.  

Just contact any of the officers 
to get the ball rolling on your 

idea. 

     

Holiday Party 
As you may know we cancelled 

the Christmas Party due to the 
icy road condition on Decem-

ber 12th.  We had guests that 

were traveling from Louisville 

and Cincinnati and we did not 

want to put their safety in jeop-

ardy.  We have re-scheduled 

the party for January 16th. 

RSVP by January 12th to Mark 

Doerr. See the details on Page 6 

of this issue of Rumble. 

     

 

 
 

Activities Retreat 
First, I would like to recognize 

Mark Doerr for all of his hard 

work and efforts as our Activi-

ties Chairman.  After several 

years as our activities chair, 

Mark has decided to step down.  

So please join me in thanking 

Mark next time you see him.    

  If you are interested in helping 

the club by being the Activities 

Chair, please let one of the 
club officers know.  

   Also, any member is wel-

come to attend the board     

Activities Retreat this Saturday 

at the home of Robert 

McClelland, 1113 Sheffield 

Place, Lexington, from 11 am 

to 12:37 pm. Lunch will be 

provided. 

  I hope you are all looking for-

ward to a great new year of fun 
club activities as much as I am.  

I am hoping to meet many of 

you during the next year.  We 

will be working to make the 

activities interesting and fun so 

come on out and join us and 

bring your family, friends and 

ideas to increase your enjoy-

ment of your club. 

 

Drive it like you stole it! 

 
—David Patrick 

President 

Happy New Year with the promise of good times!  

January 8th: 

Activities Retreat 
Help us plan this 
year’s activities! 

 
January 16:  

Holiday Party 
RSVP  

by January 12th  
and join the party! 



December 6, 2010 
Ramsey’s Diner 
 

Board members attending: 

Gary Hackney, Paul Elwyn, 

Larry Woods, Ed Steverson, 

Bob Lovejoy, David Patrick, 

Mark Doerr, Tim McNeely, Jim 

Brandon 

 

Members attending: Maureen 

Elwyn, Mary Doerr 
 

Secretary’s Report by Wil-

liam Glover: Motion to ap-

prove November Minutes by 

Mark Doerr, Second by Tim 

McNeely, Approved. 

 

Treasurers report by Bob 

Lovejoy: Balance of $5,218.75. 

Motion to approve by Mark 

Doerr, Second by Ed Steverson, 

Approved. 

 

Membership Report by Tim 

McNeely: Two new members, 
but total membership has fallen 

below 200 for first time in 

years. 

 

Activities Report by Mark 

Doerr:   

 Mark recommends Jan. 3 

Board meeting and Jan. 16 

membership meeting at 

Bar Louie 

 Dec. 11 Cars & Coffee to 

continue at Ramsey’s 

Diner, Harrodsburg Rd. 

 

Tech Report by Jim Bran-
don: A tech session for January 

of February will be set, possi-

bly a 911 valve adjustment. 

 

Old Business:  

 Dec. 12 Christmas Party 

promotion discussed. Setup 

at noon on Sunday. Deco-

rations expenditure not to 

exceed $150. Tip for ca-
terer @ 18% if not built 

into contract; Mark Doerr 

to enquire. Paul Elwyn and 

Mark Doerr to handle 

checks for Bob Lovejoy 

who will not be able to 

attend. All details approved 

in motion by Larry Woods, 

Second by Mark Doerr. 

 Election Committee/

Ballots: Gary Hackney to 

receive ballots; Jim Bran-

don and Ben Prewitt to 
serve on election commit-

tee with Gary to confirm 

election outcome.  

 

No New Business 

 

The board thanked Paul   

Elwyn for his service as Presi-

dent.  

 

Paul recognized outgoing 

board members Larry Woods 

and Gary Hackney who have 

served the club in many ways 

through the years.  
 

Motion to Adjourn at 7:30 pm 

by  Ed Steverson, Second by 

Tim McNeely. 

 

BOARD MINUTES 

William Glover 
Secretary  



MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Tim McNeely 

Membership 

Chair 
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No new members this month, total membership 193 

Join us at the home of David and Patricia 

Patrick for a Holiday Party with food 

provided by University of Kentucky    

Catering. The cost will be $30.00          

per person.   

       

By January 12th, please confirm that you 

will be attending and which entrée you 

would like to have.  
Email markdoerr@insightbb.com 
   
Pick one of the following:  
 

 Beef Tenderloin Carving Station w/au 

jus and horseradish or 

 Italian Herb Crusted Chicken   

  

Kentucky Bibb Salad with Grape Tomatoes, 

red onion, toasted almonds and Blue Cheese 

crumbles, Fresh Green Beans with Hand 

Carved Carrots, Roasted and Buttered Fin-

gerling Potatoes, Dinner Rolls, Assorted 

Gourmet Dessert Tray, Iced Tea, Coffee and 

Water  

 

 

Directions to the home  

of David and Patricia Patrick 

 

From Man O War take Todd’s Rd (out of 

town) to first left (Andover forest Subdi-

vision), second left (Kettering Ct.), third 

house on the right, 3212 Kettering Ct.  

Holiday Party rescheduled for January 16th 
at the home of David and Patricia Patrick 

RSVP to Mark Doerr by January 12th: markdoerr@insightbb.com 

 WOW…..2011 and the beginning of a new 
year is here already!  As always, sign-ups 
during the winter months are slow, and 
we didn’t have any this past month.   
 
Our membership is at 116 Regular Mem-
bers and 77 Family & Affiliate Members, 
making our total membership 193.   
 
Keep spreading the word about what a 
cool club we have and let’s get some 
more p-car pilots involved….there are 
many out there who are not. 
 
Please recognize the following  
Member Anniversary dates: 
 

 Stacy Bearse            1996 
 Micheal Bordes        1997 
 Ron Sanders             2002 
 David Ratliff              2004 
 Mark Doerr                2005 
 Chuck Glover            2006 
 Gerry Cooper            2008 
 Juan Favetto             2009 
 
Make sure and come out for our Holiday 
Party on January 16th.  
 
See you there! 

 
—Tim 

  
  

http://www.bluegrassbeemers.org/newsletters/2011janapex.pdf


JANUARY 
 
January 8: Cars & Coffee, 
9:00 am, Ramsey’s on Har-
rodsburg Road. For more 
information, contact David 
Patrick, 859-229-1376. 
 
January 8: Activities Retreat 
at the home of Robert 

McClelland, 1113 Sheffield 

Place, Lexington, from 11 am 

to 12:37 pm. Lunch will be 

provided to those with activities 

ideas they are willing to help 

deliver. 

 

January 16:  

Holiday Party, 5:30pm, 

home of David and Patricia 
Patrick. See message on 
Page 6 for more information. 
 

FEBRUARY 
 
February 7: Board Meet-
ing, 6:30pm Dinner, 7:00 
Meeting, Location Bar Louie, 
Lexington Green.  For more 
information, contact David 
Patrick, 859-229-1376. 
 

February 12: Cars & Cof-
fee, 9:00 am, Ramsey’s on 
Harrodsburg Road. For more 
information, contact David 
Patrick, 859-229-1376.   
 
February 20: Membership 
Meeting, 5:30pm, Location 
TBA.  For more information, 
contact David Patrick, 859-
229-1376. 
 

MARCH   

 
March 7: Board Meeting, 
6:30pm Dinner, 7:00 Meet-
ing, Location TBA. 

 
March 12: Cars & Coffee, 
9:00 am, Ramsey’s on Har-
rodsburg Road.  For more 
information, contact David 
Patrick, 859-229-1376.  
 
March 20: Membership 
Meeting, 5:30pm, Location 
TBA.  
 
 

Cars  

Coffee 
              December 11th 

9:00-10:00 a.m. 

Enjoy  

breakfast and  

tire kicking with  

Bluegrass Region 

 Ramsey’s Diner Harrodsburg Rd. 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

& 

  

CONSULTING ELECTRICAL ENGINEERCONSULTING ELECTRICAL ENGINEER  
 

JAMES W. WILSON III, PE 
 

107 Creekside Dr., Georgetown, KY 40324 

Phone: 859.846.4225 Mobile: 859.227.5940 

Email: jwww3@ieee.org 

For the website: Send a photo of your car, 

year/model to paul.elwyn@gmail.com 

Car hauler  
for rent 

Brand new car hauler, 18ft, 

dovetail, dual axle brakes, li-

censed for those out of state 

trips, complete with straps. 

Special BGR rate $50.00 per 

day. Contact Brad Smith 502-

320-2756 or  

Ed Steverson 502-320-2655    
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Join us on January 8th at Ramsey’s Diner, Harrodsburg Road. 
9:00 am-10:00 am 

Cars  

Coffee 
               

& 
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F ormer Bluegrass Region 

member/911 Turbo track 

pilot Gerry Cooper sends  

season’s greetings to everyone 

along with some photos from 

his track time at the  

Australian Festival of Speed. 

   Gerry’s current ride is a 2003 

Ferrari 360 Modena featuring 

an all-aluminum space frame, a 

400 hp 3.6 liter V-8 and a six-

speed F1 gearbox with paddles 

to enable a 0-62 mph sprint in 

4.4 seconds. Gerry’s car also 

features Scuderia wheels, car-
bon fiber seats, and a leather-

wrapped roll bar.  

Gerry says the 360 has less 

grunt than the 911 Turbo, but it 

still is exciting “...for an old 

feller.”  

      The photo at the bottom 

right of the page shows Gerry 

“...chasing down a 512 TR and 

about to be caught by everyone 

else!” 

Gerry Cooper: 
Having fun  
in Australia  

in a 360 Ferrari 
Modena 



L 
et’s talk about a 

slippery subject: 

Engine Oil. 

   And I mean slip-

pery in the full sense of the 
word because it has been the 

subject of many, many discus-

sions and opinions.  Therefore 

I’ll try to stick to the facts. 

   Engine oil is mainly a lubri-

cant, but it also serves several 

other important functions such 

as: cooling, cleaning and pro-

tecting from corrosion the dif-

ferent internal engine surfaces 

that it bathes.  To be able to 

perform these functions, special 
additives are mixed into the 

base oil.  These additives are 

mainly: detergents, multi-

viscosity additives, emulsifiers, 

anti-foaming agents, polymers, 

anti-wear formulations such as 

ZDDP (Zinc DialkylDithio-

Phosphate), etc. 

   But some of these additives, 

such as phosphorus (contained 

in ZDDP), which is an excel-
lent anti-wear agent, with time, 

can also cause damage to the 

catalytic converters.  Because 

of this, the automobile manu-

facturers and the emissions- 

regulating agencies have forced 

the oil companies to reduce the 

amount of phosphorus (and 

other additives) in their oils.  

Products that meet the new 

ILSAC (International Lubricant 

Standardization and Approval 
Committee) GF-4 Specifica-

tion, must have phosphorus 

levels at less than 800 

ppm.  The ILSAC-G4 Stan-

dards was jointly developed 

and approved by Japan Auto-

mobile Manufacturers Associa-

tion, DaimlerChrysler, Ford and 

GM. 

   Because automobiles and 

internal combustion engines are 
used in different and varied 

environments, from the sub-
freezing arctic to the scorching 

desert, the engine oil must be 

able to adapt to those extreme-

at-time conditions.  Hence the 

multi-viscosity feature which 

means that the oil will have a 

particular viscosity at low tem-

peratures and another at high 

operating temps. 

   This is necessary because the 

oil needs to be thin and circu-

late through the engine quickly 
at start up and it must also have 

thicker characteristics when hot 

to provide the needed protec-

tion at operating temps. 

   Viscosity, simply put is how 

thick or thin an oil is at a cer-

tain temperature. Viscosity rat-

ings are regulated by SAE 

(Society of Automotive Engi-

neers). 

   In a particular oil, its viscos-
ity is expressed by numbers 

and/or letter. 

   There are single grade (single 

weight) and multi-grade (multi-

weight) oils on the market al-

though the majority of our vehi-

cles now use multi-grade for-

mulations. 

   There are also Standard Pe-

troleum Oils, Synthetic Oils 

and blends of both. 

   In multi-grade oils, the first 
number and the letter W 

(winter) refer to the oil’s vis-

cosity when the oil is cold.  For 

example:  0W, 5W, 10W, 15W, 

etc., where the higher the num-

ber the more viscous the oil is 

at low temperatures. 

   The second number refers to 

the oil’s viscosity at high, oper-

ating temperature.  For exam-

ple: 30, 40, 50, etc., and again, 
where the higher the number, 

the higher the viscosity for that 
temperature range. 

   Lately, low viscosity (thin) 

oils have become the OEM 

(Original Equipment Manufac-

turer) norm.  This is so, because 

of two main reasons: 

 

1  The lighter the weight of 

the oil in the engine, the less 

internal friction there will be 

which in turn allows the engine 

to make a bit more HP and of-

fer a little better MPG numbers. 

The main reason behind this is 

that the auto manufacturers are 
forced to reach certain environ-

mental CAFE (Corporate Aver-

age Fuel Economy) numbers.   

   The down side is that the 

thinner the oil, the less protec-

tion it provides, so there’s a 
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TECHNICAL 
Taking a closer look 

Continued on Page 11 

Engine Oil 
By Pedro P. Bonilla 

 



very delicate balancing act be-

tween an oil’s weight and the 

protection it offers the engine 

components. 

 

2 Bearing, piston-to-cylinder 

and gear-to-gear clearances 

have become smaller because 

of better metallurgic and manu-

facturing methods.  Using 

thicker oils may interfere with 

oil flow and increase oil pres-

sure.  In older (worn) engines 

it’s generally better to use a 
higher viscosity oil because the 

clearances have become bigger. 

   Oil gets degraded with use, 

mainly because of gasoline and 

carbon blow-by and because of 

the high temperatures and pres-

sures it is subjected to. 

That’s why oil needs to be 

changed on a regular basis, to 

remove all those contaminants 

which, if left in suspension, in 
time will turn the oil acidic, 

causing then damage 

(corrosion) to the engine’s in-

ternals. 

   Each manufacturer has an oil 

change recommendation for 

each particular model, which, 

in my opinion, should be the 

worst-case scenario for replac-

ing.  

   When the factory fills a car 

with oil they don’t know under 

what specific conditions the car 

will be used, so they use a 

“blanket” oil: 0W40.  Many 

people tend to stay with what’s 

offered by the factory, thus they 
will replace their oil with the 

same, original 0W40 Mobil 1, 

but based on the above, one 

should consider one’s physical 

location (weather) as well as 

the type of driving done in or-

der to select the best possible 

oil. 

   Many times the particular 

brand of oil is irrelevant, since 

they need to be approved under 

the same regulations, most of 
the brands have compatible 

products with each other, and 

even though the factory recom-

mends using Mobil 1 oils, they 

also produce a “Porsche Ap-

proved Oils List” which in-

cludes tested and Porsche-

approved off-the-rack oils for 

different regions of the world. 

   In our sunny South Florida 

“paradise” we don’t need to 

worry about the lower end of 

the thermometer’s scale, since 

it will rarely dip bellow 50 de-

grees.  Because of this we 

shouldn’t even look at 0-weight 
oils.  Also, the top-end of our 

thermometer’s scales tend to 

stay high, especially during the 

long summer months. 

   In my car I personally use 

15W50.  I find that after 

100,000 miles, switching to the 

heavier multi-viscosity formu-

lations gives better protection 

against wear because of the 

looser clearances, it also cuts 

down on rear main seal leaks 
and on sporadic puffs of smoke 

on startups. 

   For my personal car,  a 1998 

Boxster, Porsche recommends 

replacing the oil once every 

year or 15,000 miles, but in my 

Baby the oil and oil filter get 

changed every 7,500 miles or 

less.   

   This formula is working just 

fine, since I just clocked 

193,000 smiles on the odometer 
with almost 12,000 of those 

being hard track miles. 

   For the complete Porsche List 

of Approved Oils and addi-

tional information on oil 

changes and other topics, feel 

free to visit the DIY pages of 

my website: 

www.PedrosGarage.com. 

 

Happy Porsche’ing, 

Pedro 
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“Engine Oil” is reprinted with 

permission by Pedro P. 

Bonilla. 

—Editor 

Engine Oil 
By Pedro P. Bonilla 



Y ou may recall (or 

not) from last year’s 

Rumble that I promised my-

self that I would drive my 

Porsche more frequently, 

even through less-than-

perfect weather.  

   I actually followed through 

with that resolution.... some-

what, and the car does not seem 

to have suffered as a result.  

   Well, the new ding in the 

front right fender happened 

during dinner in Danville on the 
Dinosaur Drive, a wet, but oth-

erwise fine end-of-winter Sun-

day. My dent tech, Selby Wig-

gins, easily can remove that 

blemish in our annual body 

massage.  

   We did in fact drive through 

quite a bit of rain over the past 

year, but the longer runs, two to 

Chicago, one to Nashville, and 

the flights to Mid-Ohio, Putnam 
Park, and this year’s charity 

drive, were on dry pavement, 

lovely weather, actually. 

   And as I anticipated, the more 

we drove the car, the more we 

appreciated what it can do, how 

much fun it is.  

   A friend jokingly offered an 

observation to the effect that at 

our ages (post 60) we can pam-

per the cars, but there’s not 

much point in doing that given 
that the cars likely will outlive 

us, anyway. 

   Still, I am not as cavalier 

about driving in inclement 

weather as others, even though 

I run Ultra High Performance 

all-season tires on a 4S that 

would handle light snows just 

fine, if I were inclined.  

   The photo accompanying this 

therapy session depicts a very 
nice 930 that appeared at Cars 

& Coffee in February last year 

with snow falling. The image, 

one of my favorites, captures 

snow on the lovely front quar-

ter, a white sprinkling that 

merely decorates the gleaming 

Guards Red finish. 
   The owner demonstrated 

grace under pressure, arriving 

in snowy weather in a car that 

obviously is loved and was 

show-quality clean even with 

snow on its flanks.   

   He was not alone, of course. 

Several other members arrived 

in their Porsches.  

   But not I.  

 I had once again left the Por-

sche in the garage.  

   So, I am not yet healed. We 
drove approximately 7,000 

miles last year, but we covered 

many miles on dry pavement.  

   And our 15-year-old car with 

110,000 miles isn’t exactly 

among the “Excellent” exam-

ples with ultra-low mileage. 

   For some of you all of this 
drivel must seem a remote con-

cern. But the Elwyns live well 

below President Obama’s tax 

line. So, imagine if the Porsche 

were four months old and had 

suffered recently as my Honda 

did.  

   My four-month-old Honda Fit 

got tagged in traffic a couple of 

weeks ago by a driver who ac-

celerated hard after whacking 

my front fender and unclipping 

the paint-removed bumper 
cover. 

   I made no attempt to chase 

him down to get a license num-

ber. Had I been in the 993, 

however, I likely would have 

made the evening news and 

would be talking to the wall of 

my cell at this point, having 

been denied sharp objects with 

which to write this column.  

   So my foul-weather/combat 

drive phobia still exists, al-

though softened.  

   We had hoped to drive out 
West last summer, postponing 

to October, then canceling the 

trip due to Maureen’s work 

schedule.  

   Maybe this year, then, we 

will do that trip and others, 

heading West where sixth gear 

can fully be utilized.  

   Meanwhile, I will study the 

Weather Channel, note the level 

of salt on the roads, and main-
tain the battery with actual driv-

ing, as opposed to a mere 

trickle charger. Salt dust does-

n’t hurt anything as long as the 

temperature remains below 

freezing, right? 

   And for anyone else who too 

well knows what coming to 

grips with winter means, I say, 

albeit under my breath, loosen 

up and drive a bit more, espe-

cially if you suspect that the car 
might outlive you.  

    

After all, we’re not protecting 

these cars for someone else to 

enjoy. Are we? 

 

—Paul 
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We’re not protecting these cars for 
someone else to enjoy, are we? 

By Paul Elwyn 
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O ld Marley was dead, 

I must be certain of that or 

nothing good can come of this 

writing. 

   I begin this account on     
December 25, and I am in 

Southwest Missouri to celebrate 

Christmas. Our son, Luke, is 

here on holiday break from 

Stuttgart, Germany, but our 

son, Ethan, is with his girlfriend 

in Minneapolis. Denise is 

asleep.  Lucky for her.  It is 

4:10 AM CST and there is 

snow covering the ground.   

   My VW Passat wagon carried 
us here through a couple of 

hundred miles of spitting slush.  

(It is still spitting..) Whatever 

was being spread on the inter-

state covered the windshield, 

and I used nearly the whole 

tank of washer fluid during the 

500-mile trip.   

   I am proud of my Passat hav-

ing covered 138,000 miles, 

now, basically, pain free.  But 

on this trip it coughed numer-
ous times as though it were 

trying to say its joints were 

getting a little rusty.  I will take 

it to a VW dealer Monday to 

plug it into a diagnostic reader 

to see if I need to worry.   

   Luke was following in his 

Hyundai coming out, but he is 

heading off to see his lady from 

here and won’t be a security 

blanket on the way home.      
   Which brings me to the point: 

Had Luke not been going to see 

his girlfriend, I would have 

driven the 356.  I need it with 

me now.   

   But this only seems to be a 

spirit of 356 urges past.   

   I left the 356 with Dan at 

Stuttgart for a little minor sur-

gery on the carbs a couple of 

weeks ago.  About six weeks 

ago, I had switched out the ’69 

911 with my brother Dick in 

Detroit so that I could drive the 

356 a while.  But as the tem-
peratures began to drop, the 

little car got harder to induce a 

start out of her. Dan had told 

me a year ago that the carbure-

tors needed their pumps tended 

to.  In the summer, it wasn’t 

such a big deal, but with temps 

below 40, the car simply ob-

jected to any effort that didn’t 

include a little ether.   

   Of course for most of our 
readers, talking about 

“carburetors” is like talking 

about “records” and “hi-fi.”   

The coughing in the Passat 

acted like a fuel delivery prob-

lem, ie fuel injection. Not 

something I can address on the 

side of the road on I-64. The 

cost of addressing carburetor 

issues has always been cheaper 

than fuel injection issues, too.     

   As it turned out, the Passat 
problem was an electronic igni-

tion monitor going bad.  Unfor-

tunately, the computer did not 

have a register for that one. An 

experienced mechanic was suc-

cessful on an educated guess.   

   Old cars are sure easier to 

work on… ahhh what memo-

ries.  Oh, spirit, if only working 

on a new boxer 6 were as easy 

as a 1964 boxer 4.  Those were 
the days. 

   But at 4 AM, the spirit of 

Christmas present is currently 

visiting me.  I just read an email 

[also something I wouldn’t 

have done in 1964] from my 

brother, Dick, who was saying 

By Robert McClelland 

December 25, 2010 

Spirits of 356 Urges Past  
and Porsches Yet to Come 
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he plans to dabble in the MFI 

(mechanical fuel injection) on 

my 911.  He dabbled last year, 

and I am glad he is going back 

to dabbling in it again.  Maybe 
he can fix last year’s dabble.  

Anyway, his email says he 

can’t get the car out of his ga-

rage because the snow is too 

deep to mess with.   

   Dick lives in a suburb of De-

troit.  Now, I know that here in 

Missouri, the snow is really not 

a factor, and I know that if I 

had one of those cars here, I 

would do one of those late 

night glance-out-the-window 
looks to admire the very pres-

ence of a classic Porsche in the 

driveway.   

   Remember, Marley is dead 

and he can’t do that or even 

have the thought.  Having read 

Dickens’ original text and hav-

ing seen several versions of the 

movie, I doubt that if Marley 

were even here; he would be 

the type to make that late night 
look.  He was preaching against 

materialism, wasn’t he?  But 

then aren’t I supposed to be 

appreciative of the fact that 

there is still time for me? 

   Now, the epilogue because 

the spirit of Porsche’s Yet to 

Come visited me a couple of 

days late as a result of my trip 

to the VW dealer.   

   VW of Springfield (Missouri) 

is also a Porsche dealer.  I 
dropped the Passat off, without 

an appointment, in the service 

department at 7:00 AM and 

went directly to the original 

Bass Pro Store [which is an 

article of its own for those who 

have never been there] for a 

$5.50 breakfast buffet that 

would cost $15 anywhere else.   

   I drank coffee and read for 

about three hours until the ser-

vice tech called to explain their 
plan for my car.   

   Walking the mile or so back 

brought me to the Porsche deal-

ership.  Several Cayenne’s, a 

Cayman, a couple of turbo 

Panamara’s, two Carreras and 

one 2005 GT3 colored the 

floor.   

   Now, if ever a Spirit of     

Porsche’s Yet to Come could 

get my attention, this was it.  

Dark Gray, 5050 miles, not 
tracked, one owner [a PCA DE 

instructor who traded for a new 

GT3RS] and less than half the 

price of a new one.   

 

You know, I guess the fact that 

Marley is dead is important to 

keep in mind.  He can’t appre-

ciate the history, the simplicity, 

the beauty, the excitement and 

the anticipation of maybe actu-
ally finding a way (and another 

garage) to get a GT3.   

 

And unlike Marley,  

I still have a chance.      

 

—Robert McClelland 

 

 

December 25, 2010 

Spirits of 356 Urges Past  
and Porsches Yet to Come 
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1971 901 Transaxle   
Hands-on Tech Session 

January 22 
 

Jim Brandon’s Garage 
10 am to Noon 

 
Join in the work or observe  

as we disassemble and assemble  
a 901 Porsche transaxle. 

 
Details regarding this event and  

directions to Jim’s garage  
will be posted on Chat. 

 
Contact Jim Brandon, Tech Chairman,  

for further information: 
jb993@roadrunner.com 


